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Commemorating the passing of Prof. Kazuo AkiyamaOn November 3, 2014, Prof. Kazuo Akiyama, who was the
Director of Sagamihara National Hospital, Kanagawa, Japan and
had served as the President of the Japanese Society of Allergology
for two terms, passed away at the relatively young age of 67 years.
Prof. Akiyama was born into a prestigious family in Sapporo in
1947. He studied at Hokkaido Sapporo Minami High School and
entered the Faculty of Medicine, the University of Tokyo, in 1966.
After graduation, he joined the Department of Physical Therapy
and Internal Medicine, the University of Tokyo, and actively pur-
sued research under the guidance of Prof. Terumasa Miyamoto,
the President of the Japan Allergy Foundation. At the age of 33
years, Prof. Akiyama studied in the University of Manitoba in Can-
ada. Afterwards, Prof. Akiyama became a visiting assistant professor
under Professor Patterson, a highly regarded researcher of fungal
allergy, at the Division of Allergy/Immunology, the Department of
Medicine, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
in the US. He became the Director of the Division of Allergy, Saga-
mihara National Hospital, the central organization devoted to al-
lergy clinical research in Japan, at the age of 41 years, then
became the Manager of the Department of Clinical Research of
the Hospital at the age of 47 years, and the Director of the ClinicalPeer review under responsibility of Japanese Society of Allergology.
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1323-8930Research Center for Allergy and Rheumatology of the Hospital at
the age of 55 years. From 2009 up to the time of his death, he served
as the Director of the Hospital. In addition, he served as a member
of directors of the Japanese Society of Allergology from the age of
48 years, an executive director from the age of 57 years, and the
President for four years from the age of 61 years. Through his activ-
ities in the Society, he immeasurably contributed to the develop-
ment of the Society, the promotion of its international exchange
program, and the progress of clinical allergology over a number
of years. He also devoted himself to the formulation and dissemina-
tion of guidelines on various allergic diseases including asthma,
greatly contributing to the reduction in the number of patients
dying of asthma in Japan. Moreover, he established the foundations
for the preventive treatment of allergic diseases in Japan, playing a
key role in implementing governmental allergy-related measures.
Prof. Akiyama's research theme was clariﬁcation of the patho-
physiology of adult asthma from clinical viewpoints and insights.
In particular, he identiﬁed the acid protease from the fungus
Candida as the causative allergen of asthma and reported that
allergic bronchopulmonary mycosis was caused by Candida for
the ﬁrst time in the world. From the 1980s onward, he achieved
many breakthroughs in the phenotypic analysis of adult asthma
in terms of the age of onset, the mechanism underlying airway
hyperresponsiveness, and related immunological research.
In addition to his outstanding achievements, Prof. Akiyama was
well known for his sincerity and kindness and was highly regarded
by many researchers, doctors, medical staff, and patients. Unfortu-
nately, there is insufﬁcient space here to elaborate on this, but it is
believed that he inspired affection and respect from all of his col-
leagues. We are deeply saddened by his untimely death. We are
grateful to Prof. Akiyama, and may he rest in peace.Conﬂict of interest
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